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many cST V IT”' ^ ° f «“ *« >»» 

' WO many portions a S rente 

You muft have known it. dddifon. 

—Indeed I did, then favour’d by the kino- 

And by that means a Jbarer in the fecret. R . VJ . 

“• he “» 

in general hemuft n!! • infirm| t'“ of mankind 

s “St 

Shark. / [«*, oWW, Latin.T * 

!• A voracious fea-filh J 

" A SaS s m r “(r fC "° W ’ T *■» fil,s «■ p22* *3b 

i-Sir-fSsfe 

the “ who f lh ' e u P°n the Jhark, and other mens fins 

To Shark- „ n- • i , ... ooutbs Sermons. 

iooHARK. v.a. 1 o pick up hafidy or flily. 

. ^ oun g Fontinbras, 

Cf unimproved mettle, hot and full. 

Hath m the flcirts of Norway, here and there, 

ToS„t K “ P : “ 01 ““ reW ““- 

1. I o play the petty thief. 

MCn&f 1 *'"' femdalons, *ntt» life, 

2. To cheat, to trick. ’ L Ejtrange. 

7 here are cheats by natural inclination as well affct 

^ The old^^ taUgl Y hl *J?°}’ to M not difcipline. 

this nation f gener ° US E u nShfll ‘ Pirit ’ Which ^retofore made 
e ; A " f , grCat “ thc c >’ es of al1 ‘he world, Teems utterly 
extinct, and we arc degenerated into a mean, /harking falla- 

a mnft Undermm,ng j° nver,e ’ there being a fnare and! trapan 

SHARP T/ V r ry W ° rd T hC3r ’ 3nd evcr y aclion we ^ec. South. 
bHARP. adj. f r ceap P , Saxon; fiberpe, Dutch ] 

■^t bljnr™" 25 havingakee »cd gei having an acute point; 
She hath tied 

Sharp tooth’d unkindnefe like a vulture here. Shaiefpeare 
In Ireland have I feen this ftubborn Cade ' 

Uppofe himfelf againft a troop of kerns; 

And fought fo long, ’till that his thighs with darts 
Verc almofi like a Jharp quill’d porcupine. Shai. // VI 

decckLly’ gUC ^ mifchicfS ’ Hke «« working 

aJJ i rl hCd£C i gr0f)Ving t0O,S thc y CUt doWn and Soolhcri 
Tk • cx L lubcrances le <t hy thc Jharp pointed grooving tools 
and bring the work into a perfeft flwfef McL’s McTe*. 

2. I erminating m a point or edge; not obtufe. 

k C f ° rm ° f . tI,eir hcads is narrow and Jharp, that they mav 
the better cut the air in their fwift flight. ? S 

I here was feen fome miles in the fca a great pillar of light, 
not Jharp, but in form of a column or cylinder, rifino a great 
way up towards heaven. ° ^ g J 

Fo come near the point, and draw unto a jharper angle' 
they do not only fpcak and practife truth, but realty deficits 
enlargement Wr Vulgar Errours. 

I heir embryon atoms 

Light arm’d or heavy, Jharp, fmooth, light or flow. Milton. 

J*/ fo m “ ch the firmcr b y bow much broader the bottom 
and Jharptr the top. f . 

In Shipping fuch as this, thc Irifli kern, ‘"‘ F ‘ 

And untaught Indian, on the ftream did glide. 

Etc Jharp keel’d boats to ftem the flood did learn, 

Ur nn-like oars did fpread from either fide. Dryden. 

3. Acute of mind; witty; ingenious; inventive. 

Now as fine in his apparel as if he would make me in love 
with a cloak, and verfe for verfe with tlic JharpeJl witted lover 
in Arcadia. 9 / • 

■vjf. ^ ad nou &bt but fenfe, each living wight, 

\ hich we call brute, would be more Jharp than we. Davies. 
fi har P to thc world, but thoughclcfs of renown, 

' , y P' oc n °t on thc fiage, but on the town. Dryden. 
here is nothing makes men Jburfier, and fets their hands 
and wits more at work, than want. ' Ml,fin on Italy. 

Xf^rl tf th kV h r n ? bcl L ° ,,S to the matcr!al world, wherein 
diflinft^ideas * baVC nevcr y ct arrived at clear and 

4. Quick, as of fight or hearing. 

As the fitarpefi eye difeerneth nought. 

Except the fun-beams in the air do fhiiic; 

So the beft foul, with her rcfledling thought. 

See. not hcrfelf, without fome light divine/ Davies. 
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To Jharp ey’d reafon this would feen, untrue- 
But reafon I through love’s falfe opticks view ’ n , 
5- Sour without aftrmgency j four but not auflere- aci I ^ 
So we, ,f children young difeafed wc find ’ 

Anoint with fweets the vcflbi’s for cm off parts 
Fo make them tafte the potions Jharp we give • 

1 "fy drlnk deceiv’d, and fo deceiv’d they five ’ p A 
iharp tafted citrons Median climes produce • ^ & 

Bitter the rmd, but generous is the juice. * n . 

Different fimple ideas are fometimes exprefTed 

arc •“ * ■ -4-tj; 

6. Shrill; piercing thc car with a quick noife; not flat 

In whiffling you contract the mouth, and, to make if 
Jharp, men ufe their finger. /„> • , , ' t , mor c 

Let one whiffle at thc one end of a trunk^aml h* 

SSet 0ther, 3nd thC r ° Und ilnkCS W* you canfcwce 

For the various modulation of thc voice, the UDDerfUTr 
the wmdpipe is endued with feveral cartilages to [L.traA ° 
dilate it, as we would have our voice flat or Jharp ' d W 
7 - Severe; harfh; biting; farcaftick. F " 

If hcfhould intend his voyage towards my wife 
turn her loole to him; and what he gets more of ’h ? J 
Jharp words, let it lie on my head. £ 9/ h . C , than 

How often may we meet with tliofe who are^Ti' 
courteous, but within a lmall time after are fo Amer [ Vb ' e 
Jha,p, troublefome, fierce and exccptious, that th£Trc °2 
only fliort °f the true character of fricndfhip, but become die 
veiy fores and burdens of fociety ! 

Ceafe contention: be thy words fc-verc, 

Sharp as he merits ; but the fword forbear. ’ D , ul ,„ 
8. Severe; quick to punifh ; cruel; feverety rigid. ' 
rhere, gentle Hermia, may I marry thee; 

And to that place the Jharp Athenian law 

Cannot purfue us. c , , . 

9 - Eager; hungry; keen upon a queft. ^ i b cart ' 

My taulcon now is Jharp and paffing empty, 

And, till fhc floop, fhe mufl not be full Gorg'd; 
i or then fhc never looks upon her lure. ° ’ ShaUfp earr 

1 he Jharp defire I had n 

Of tafling. .... 

10. Painful; afflictive. ‘ **’ 

That flic may feel 

How Jharpcr than a ferpent’s tooth it is, 

To have a thanUefs child. Shaiefp. Kinghor. 

He caufed his father s friends to be cruelty tortured; grievine 
to fee them live to whom he was fo much beholden, and there 
ore rewarded them with fuch Jharp payment. Knolltt. 

Death becomes 

His final remedy; and after life 

Try’d in Jharp tribulation, and refin’d 

Ity faith, and faithful works. Milt. Paradife Left, b. xi. 

It is a very fmall comfort that a plain man, 'lying under a 
Jharp fit of thc ftonc, receives from this fentencc.’ 77 Mu. 

11. 1'ierce; ardent; fiery. 

Their piety feign’d. 

In Jharp conttft of battlc 7 ound no aid. Milton. 

A Jltarp aflault already is begun ; 

Tlvcir murdering guns play fiercely on the walls. Dryden. 

12. Attentive; vigilant. 

Sharp at her utmofl ken fhe caft her eyes. 

And fomewhat floating from afar deferies. Dryden. 

Is a man bound to look out Jharp to plague himfelf, and (0 
take care that he flips no opportunity of being unhappy ? Coiliir. 

A clergyman, eftablifhed in a competent living, is not un¬ 
der the neccffity of being fo Jharp and exacting. Sufi. 

13. Acrid; biting; pinching; piercing, as the cold. 

The windpipe is continually' moiftened with 3 glutiuous 
humour, ifluing out of fmall glandules in its inner coat, to 
fence it againft the Jharp air. Ray. 

Nor here the fun’s meridian rays had pow’r, 

Nor wind Jharp piercing, nor thc rufhing fhow’r. 

The verdant arch fo clofc its texture kept. Pope's Odyjfty. 

14. Subtile; nice; witty; acute. 

Sharp and fubtile difeourfes procure very great applaufc; but 
being laid in the balance with that which found experience 
plainly delivcreth, they are overweighed. Hoohcr. 

The inftances you mention are the flrongeft and J):arpejl 
that can be urged. Dishy. 

15. [Among workmen.] Hard. 

They make ufe of thc JharpeJl fand, that being beft for mor¬ 
tar, to lay bricks and tiles in. Maxon's Mtth. Exes. 

16. Lmaciated; lean. 

His vifage drawn he felt to Jharp and fpare. Milton. 
Sharp, n. J. [from the adjective.] 

1. A fharp or acute found. 

It is the lark that fings fo out of tune. 

Straining harfh difcoids and unplcafingyA/r^r. Shakejpecrt: 

2. A pointed weapon; fmall fword; rapier. 

If butchers had but thc manners to go to Jharps, gentlemen 
would be contented with a rubber at cuffs. Collier. 

4 To 
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To Sharp- v. a. [from thc noun.] To make keen. 

Whom the whetftone Jharps to eat. 

They cry, milftones are good meat. • Een. Johnfin. 

To Sharp, v. rt. [from the noun ] To play thievifh tricks. 

I live upon what’s my own, whereas your fcandalous life 
is only cheating or Jha,ping, one half of thc year, and ftarv- 
ing the other. L'EJlrangt. 

To SHARPEN. V. a. [from Jharp ] 

To make keen; to edge; to point. 

The weaker their helps are, the more their need is to Jharpcn 
the edge of their own induftry. Hooker. 

The Ifraelites went down to thc Philiftines to fnarptn every 
man his fliarc and his coulter. x Sam. xiii. 20. 

His fevere wrath Thai I he Jbarpen for a fword. IVtJd. v. 20. 
The grating of a faw when Jharpen'd, offends fo much as 
it fetteth the teeth on edge. Bacon. 

Th’ fquadron bright, Jharp'ning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx. Milton. 

It may contribute to his mifery, heighten theanguifh, and 
fharpen the fling of confcicnce, and fo add fury to the ever- 
Jafting flames, when he fhall reflect upon the abufe of wealth 
and greatnefs. South's Sermons. 

No : ’tis rcfiftancc that inflames defire; 

Sbatpcns the darts of love, and blows the fire. Dryd. 

L’rc ten moons had Jharpen’d either horn, 

To crown their blifs, a lovely boy was born. Dryd. 

Her nails arc Jharpen'd into pointed claws, 

Her hands bear half her weight and turn to paws. Addifi. 

2. To make quick, ingenious, or acute. 

Overmuch quicknefs of wit, either given by nature, or 
Jharpen’d by ftudy, doth not commonly bring greatelt learn¬ 
ing, beft manners, or bappieft life in the end. Afibam. 

3. To make quicker of fenfe. 

Th’ air Jharpen'd his vilual ray 
To objects diftant far. Miton. 

4. To make eager or hungry. 

Epicurean cooks 

Sharpen with cloylefs fauce his appetite. Shaiefp. 

Such an aflurance as will Jbarpen mens defircs and quicken 
their endeavours for obtaining a leffcr good, ought to in- 
fpire men with more vigour in purfuit of what is greater. TiJJot. 

4. To make tierce or angry. 

Mine er.emy Jharpenctb his eyes upon me. Job xvi. 9. 

5. To make biting, or farcaftick. 

My haughty foul would fwell; 

Sharpen each word, and threaten in my eyes. Smith. 

6. To make lets flat; more piercing to the ears. 

Enclofures not only preferve found, but encrcafe and Jhar- 

f tH ' £ - Bacon. 

7. 'Fo make four. 

Sha'rper. n. f. [from Jharp ] A tricking fellow; a petty thief; 
a rafcal. 

Sharpers, as pikes, prey upon their own kind. L'Ejirange. 
He fhould retrench what he loft to Jha>pers, anJ fpent upon 
puppet-plays, to apply it to that ufe. * Arbuth. 

1 only wear it in a land of He&ors, 

Thieves, fupcrcargo’s, Jharpers , and directors. Pope. 

Sha'rtly. adv. [from Jharp .] 
x. With keennefs ; wi^h good edge or point. 

2. Severely; rigoroufly; loughly. 

They arc more Jbarpty to be chaftifed and reformed than 
the rude Irifli, which being very wild at the firft, are now be¬ 
come more civil. Spenfir. 

3. Keenly; acutely; vigoroufly. 

The mind and memory are more Jharply exercifed in com¬ 
prehending another man’s things than our own. Ben. John (on. 

4. Afflidtivcly; painfully. 

At the arrival of the Englilh embaffadors the foldicrs were 
foarpiy aflailcd with wants. Hayward. 

5 - W ith quicknefs. 

You contract your eye when you would fee Jharply ; and 
erect your ear when you would hear attentively. Bacon. 
o. Judicioufly; acutely; wittily. 

Sharpness, n. f. [from Jharp.] 
x. Kecncls of edge or point. 

Palladius neither fuffcring us nor himfelf to take in hand 
me party till the afternoon ; when we were to fight in troops 
not differing otherwife from earneft, but that the Jbarpneftol 
the weapons was taken away. Sidney 

A fecond glance came gliding like the firft; 

And he who faw the Jharpneft of the dart. 

Without defence receiv’d it in his heart. Dr-d 

2. Not obtufenefs. ' 

accordin<r COnr,( ! Ctl V in , the i rOUndingS 3nd raifings ofthe work > 
cording as the limbs do more or lefs require it; fo as the 

3 Soum'f ftlal ’u fpy no fiarpn,fi m thc bordering lines. K'ctton. 

3 - ooumefs without auftcrenefs. 

I here is a Jharpnefi in vinegar, and there is a Jhartnefs in 

Pam, m forrow, and in reproach ; there is a Iharp^ eye, a 

p wit, and a fharp fword: but there is not one of tlicfe 

alt wind is different from them all. JVatts’s Lofick. 
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Provoking fweat extremely, and taking away all Jbarpnefs 
from whatever you put in," muft be of good effedt in the 
cure of the gout. Temple. 

4. Severity cf language; fatyrical farcafm. 

There's gold for thee, 

Thou muft not take my former Jha-pnefi ill, 

I will employ thee back again. Shaiefp , 

Some did all folly with ju ftjbarpnefs blame. 

While others laugh’d and Icorn’d them into fhame; 

But, of thefe two, the laft fuccecded heft. 

As men aim righteftwhen they fhoot in jeft. Dryd. 

This is a fubjedt of which it is hard to fpcak without faty¬ 
rical fliarpneft and particular refledtions on many churches of 
chriftians. Sprat. 

The Jharpnefi of his iatyr, next to himfelf, falls moft hea¬ 
vily on his friends. Dryden 

5. Painfulnefs; afflidlivenefs. 

At this time 

We fweat and bleed; thc friend hath loft his friend ; 

And thc beft quarrels in thc heat are curlt 
By thofe that feel their Jbarpnefs. Shaiefp. 

Not a fingle death only that then attended this profeftion ; 
but the terror and Jharpnefi of it was redoubled in thc manner 
and circumftances. South. 

6. Intclledfual acutcnefs; ingenuity; wit. 

Till Arianifm had m^de it a matter cf great Jbarpnefs and 
fubtilty of wit to be a found believing chriftian, men were 
not curious what fyllables or particles of Ipeech they ufed. Hook. 

The daring of the foul proceeds from thence, 

Sharpnefi of wit and adtive diligence. Dryd. 

The fon returned with ftrength of confiiwxuon, Jharpnefi of 
underftanding, and fkill in languages. Adclifon . 

7. Quicknds of fenfes. 

if the underftanding or faculty of thc foul be like unto bo¬ 
dily fight, not of equal JharpneJs in all; what can be more 
convenient than that, even as the dark-fighted man is diredt- 
ed by the clear about things vifible, fo likewife in matters of 
deeper difeourfe the wife in heart doth lhcw the fimple where 
his way lieth. Hooker. 

Sharp-set. \_Ji:arp and_/r/.] Eager; vehemently defirous. 
Bafilius forced her to ftay, tho’ with much ado, Ihe being 
fsarp-fit upon the fulfilling of a flirewd office, in overlooking 
Philoclea. Sidney. 

An eagle Jharp-fit, looking about her for her prey, fpy’d 
a leveret. L'Ejirange. 

Our fenfes are Jharp-fit on pleafurcs. L'Ejirange. 

A comedy of Johnfon’s, not Ben, held feven nights; for 
the town is Jharp-fit on new plays. Pope. 

Sh arp-visaged. adj. [ fiarp and vifaged .] Having a fharp 
countenance. 

The Welfli that inhabit the mountains are commonly Jlsarp- 
vifaged. Hale's Orig. of Mankind. 

Sharp-sightf.d. adj. [Jharp and fight. ] Having quick fight. 

If Ihe were the body’s quality, 

Then would fhe be with it fick, maim’d, and blind; 

But we perceive, where thefe privations be, 

An healthy, perfedt, and Jharp-fighted mind. Davies. 

I am not fo Jharp-fighted as tliofe who have difeerned this 
rebellion contriving from the death of Q. Elizabeth. Clarend. 

Your majefty’s clear and fiarp-fighted judgment has as 
good a title to give law in matters of this nature, as in any 
ot bcr. Denham. 

Nothing fo fierce but love will foften, nothingfo Jharp fighted 
in other matters but it throws a mift before the eyes on’t. L'Ejl. 

To ShaT ter. v. a. [ fihetteren, Dutch.] 

1. I o break at once into many pieces; to break fo as to fcat- 
ter the parts. 

He rais’d a figh fo piteous and profound. 

That it did feem to Jhatter all his bulk. 

And rend his being. Shaiefp. 

Yc myrtles brown, with ivy never fear, 

I come to pluck your berries harlh and crude; 

And with forc’d fingers rude 

Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year. Milt. 

1 hey efcape diffolution, becaufe they can fcarce ever meet 
with an agent minute, and fwiftly enough moved, to Jhatter 
or difloCiate the combined parts. Boyle. 

A monarchy was Jhattercd to pieces, and divided amongft re¬ 
volted fubjedts, into a multitude of little governments. Locke. 

Black from the ftrokc above, thc fmouldring pine 
Siands as a Jhuttcr d trunk. Thotnf Summer. 

2. 1 o diffipate; to make incapable of clofc and continued at¬ 
tention. 

A man of a loofe, volatile and fi,altered humour, thinks 
only by fits and ftarts. Norris. 

To Sha tter, v. n. To be broken, or to fall, by any force 
applied, into fragments. 

Of bodies, fome are fragil; and fome are tough and not 
fragil; and in the breaking, fome fragil bodies break but where 
the force is ; fome Jhatter and fly in many places. Bacon. 

.. ha tter, n. f. [from the verb.] One part of many into 
which any thing is broken at once; 

2 3 U Stick 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary ofthe English Language London, 1755 the warnock library Octavo 


















































































































































































































































